At Frankfort he found confusion. The English
Protestants had invited other refugees to join
them in the town, but had omitted to mention
that the English service was not being used.
When the real position was discovered, the
English in Frankfort were severely censured for
departing from the prayer-book issued in the
reign of Edward VI. Some of the congregation
pressed for the English service to be adopted, and
the Church was divided into two warring factions.
Knox does not often appear in the role of a peace-
maker, but on this occasion he acted as one. He
had never been impressed by the prayer-book,
and, since meeting Calvin and studying at
Geneva, he had liked it less. The majority of the
Protestants in Frankfort favoured the Calvinist
form of service, but Knox would not permit it to
be used until the English Protestants in other
Continental towns had been consulted. His aim
was to find a compromise, and he compiled a form
of service on which he sought Calvin's advice.
Calvin approved it, and criticised those who still
clung to the English prayer-book, a book which
seemed to him to be ridden with Catholic
superstitions.
Knox was prepared to make concessions to
those who adhered to the English Service, and
although most of the congregation again urged
him to bring the form approved by Calvin into
use, he preferred to draw .up another service in